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LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF OLDER PERSONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 2021 AT 10.00 AM 
 

Present:   Councillors M Freeman (Vice-Chair) 
T Morris 
S Owen (Chair) 
C Palmer 
S Jones 

 
Also in attendance: M Saccoccio, Town Clerk 

V Cannon, Head of Cultural and Economic 
Services 
S Jewell, Older Persons Project Co-Ordinator 
M Jahn, Committee Officer 

  
 
Members of the public: 0 
Members of the press 0 

 
1/OP APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
 Apologies had been received from Councillor Cursons substituted by 

Councillor Palmer and Councillor Perham substituted by Councillor Jones. 
 

2/OP APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
 

 It was proposed and seconded that Councillor S Owen be appointed Chair of 
the Older Persons Sub-Committee for the municipal year 2021-2022.  There 
were no further nominations.  On being put to the vote, the motion was 
carried. 
 
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Owen Chair of the Older Persons 
Sub-Committee for the municipal year 2021-2022.  
 
Councillor Owen took the Chair.  
 
 

3/OP APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR 
 

 It was proposed and seconded that Councillor J M Freeman be appointed 
Vice Chair of the Older Persons Sub-Committee for the municipal year 2021-
2022.  There were no further nominations.  On being put to the vote, the 
motion was carried. 
 
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Freeman Vice Chair of the Older 
Persons Sub-Committee for the municipal year 2021-2022.  
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4/OP DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members were asked to declare any interests, including the nature of those 
interests, which they had in any of the items under consideration at this 
meeting.  No declarations were made.  
 

5/OP QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

 There were no questions from the public 
 

6/OP GROUP AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

 The Sub-Committee received a report to update members on the progress of 
the project with the formation of this sub-committee to assist with the 
progression of work and to bring forward detailed recommendations for 
consideration (by Cultural and Economic Services Committee), and that the 
first step would be to run initially until 31 March 2022 when it’s need and 
purpose would be reviewed.  
 
RESOLVED to note the report. 
 

7/OP UPDATES AND DISCUSSION 
 

 The Sub-Committee received and considered a report giving a summary of 
work updates for the project and to inform of next steps and areas of focus. 
 
Members were informed that the additional growth item of £50,000 had been 
proposed to be met from the Council’s 5-year Financial Plan ‘Future Projects’ 
and would be taken to the next Policy and Finance Meeting in February and 
then to Council for consideration.  The confirmed budget to date was £30,000 
from Earmarked Reserves, Community Projects. 
 
UPDATES 
 

A. The project timeline was an estimate of how the project would 
progress and would be updated and amended when needed.  Any 
updates would be shared with committee members to keep them 
informed when changes were made.  

 
B. Leighton-Linslade Helping Hands Website (LLHH) had been 

created to offer an online presence for the existing Helping Hands 
community group.  This would be promoted through social media 
and town council publications indicating that Leighton-Linslade 
Town Council had assisted in the creation of the digital platform for 
LLHH. 

 
C. Directory/information hub of activities and service.  Work had 

begun on a temporary directory of information which would be 
added to the Town Council’s website as a first step towards a 
larger directory. 
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Research had continued with two projects being discovered, one locally, to 
highlight services for older people.  The local project was Leighton Road 
Surgery Digital Project, and their aim was to improve connections with 
housebound elderly patients.   Contact had been made with the co-ordinator 
and it was hoped to find out more about their project as soon as possible.  
 
The other project came from the Carnegie Trust called Learning from 
Lockdown Report sharing information on how to eliminate digital exclusion 
and establish older people’s connectivity through digital platforms.    
 
Officers were also continuing to liaise with CBC officers exploring digital 
inclusion issues and it was hoped to continue collaboration to move this 
forward.  Once it had been established how the CBC project was progressing 
an invitation could be offered to CBC to attend a sub-committee meeting.  
The Head of Cultural and Economic Services would follow this up and report 
back to members at the next meeting. 
 
Two points for discussion were raised regarding the Grant Scheme and the 
branding/identity of the project.   
 
After discussion members agreed that a grant-based scheme would be a 
good idea, but any grant scheme offered would be separate to the general 
grant funding scheme already in place.   Specific criteria and guidance would 
need to be put in place to assess what the funding was needed for and 
whether it met the criteria required. 
 
Members felt that grants should be given to established groups rather than 
start up organisations.  Some organisations who had existed before COVID 
might need help with training to restart and it was felt that the criteria should 
not exclude these groups becoming re-established.  A proposal for the 
criteria required should be drawn up before the next meeting of this 
committee and this could then be recommended to Cultural & Economic 
Services for endorsement. 
 
The Sub-Committee considered the branding and name of the project as 
after the initial survey there was a mixture of opinion around how to address 
an older group of people.  It was agreed that the name 55 UP was a good 
choice. From the examples of branding offered, members agreed to choose 
image ‘C’ which showed the Leighton-Linslade Town Council crest with text 
underneath which would be decided at a later date.   
 
No publicity had been made for the project yet but it was agreed that any 
publicity should emphasise the Town Council involvement and also it was felt 
the branding logo should be included on the LLHH website so members of 
the public and groups were aware of this new project. It was suggested that 
an article could be included in the next About Town to introduce the group 
and explain their plans and ideas. 
 
RESOLVED 
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(a) to endorse the delivery time frame for the grant scheme as 

September 2021-September 2022, pending confirmation of the 
annual 2021/22 delivery budget. 

 
(b) to endorse the branding for council’s older people’s work 

project using image C as a base for the logo. 
 

(c) to draw up a proposal for criteria and terms of reference for 
the grant scheme. 

 
 

8/OP DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 The next meeting would be held on Thursday 6 May 2021 at 10.00 am. 
 

 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 10.51 am.  
 
I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 2021.  
 
 
 
 
Chair                                                  6 May 2021  


